Grounding Our Work:

First Peoples

Principles of
Learning



“Grounding” Our Work

A framework for teaching and learning
environments




British Columbia

} Home to approximately
203 First Nations, in
addition to Metis and
Inuit peoples

y 17 First Nations
linguistic groups




First Peoples Principles

v First articulated and written in 2006/07

1 English 12 First Peoples

1 Generally recognized as reflecting common
values and perspectives about education held
by First Peoples in BC

1 Not intended to capture full reality of any
single First Peoplesd so
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http://www.upress.umn.edu/Books/K/king_truth.html
http://www.upress.umn.edu/Books/K/king_truth.html

Today

1 Growing awareness provincially
1 Increasing emphasis in BC education system
1 Increased visibility in curriculum

} Supports success of both Aboriginal and
non - Aboriginal learners
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What Is Important to Know?

1 Principles interconnected 0 lead to healthy
education experience

} Ed u c a tphilossphy/disposition
BCuriosity
Bpatience
BRespect

1 Foundation 0 context is paramount (people
and place)
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Connection to Land

1 Learning ultimately supports the well - being
of the self, the family, the community, the
land , the spirits, and the ancestors

} Learningis € r el a t(focawsedaoh
connectedness, on reciprocal relationships,
and a sense of place ).




Holistic Nature of Learning

All aspects of being: mental, physical,
social/emotional, spiritual

Learning must be relevant and connected to
other aspects of life




Includes

1+ Developing cross - curricular learning experiences
for learners

1+ Providing choice and flexibility in activities so
that different aspects of the whole self can be
attended to

} Using humour

1 Connecting learning to the broader community.
The classroom should extend beyond the walls of
the classroom and school




Includes

1 Connect learning to broader community.
Reinforces the links between school and the rest
of the I|lleewsr ner so

} Beginning with looking at local contexts when
examining topics or subject material, and then
move outward

Engaging as much as possible parents, extended
family, and community

1 Examining what is being learning in terms of how
it affects self, family, community and the land
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Emphasis on Relationship

} Relationship to Other/Community
1 Relationship to Self

1 Relationship to Land
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